Introduction to week two of Evangelism Intensive School

HAVING GREATER POWER IN OUR CHRISTIAN WALK
God is the God of all power. 

The Psalmist wrote, “Great is our Lord, and mighty in power; His understanding is infinite.” (Psalm 147:5)
Jesus Himself said, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.” (Matthew 28:18)
As Christians we are Christ’s ambassadors here on earth, His hands and feet and in His name we have great authority and power

Jesus said, “And these signs will follow those who believe: In My Name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.” (Mark 16:17-18)
It is so important in a world that is getting increasingly more lawless and resistant to Christian values, that we consistently minister and witness in the power of the Holy Spirit
The Apostle Paul wrote, “I was with you in weakness, in fear, and in much trembling.  And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, that your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.” (1 Corinthians 2:3-5)
“For our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Spirit and in much assurance, as you know what kind of men we were among you for your sake.” (1 Thessalonians 1:5)
As Christians we have the ability to achieve much for God’s glory and to minister in great power and authority
The Apostle Paul wrote, “Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us,” (Ephesians 3:20)

“But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.” (Romans 8:11)

However to consistently maintain our passion for the things of God and to minister in His power and anointing, it is crucial that we always maintain an intimate walk with the Lord
In the book of Acts we read, “Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated and untrained men, they marvelled. And they realized that they had been with Jesus.” (Acts 4:13)

Recently I was sitting in a park spending time alone with the Lord when I saw in the far distance several large power lines 
As I looked at these power lines I felt that the Lord was impressing upon my heart that we must not get too distant from the power source by being sidetracked in our walk with the Lord by other things in life and wrong priorities
That we need to stay close to the power source by maintaining intimacy in our walk with the Lord and being continually filled with all the fullness of God
This is why the Apostle Paul wrote, “that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height - to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.” (Ephesians 3:17-19)

Jesus Himself during His time here on earth depended upon the power of the Holy Spirit to fulfil His ministry assignment here on earth and often withdrew to spend time alone praying to His Father in heaven
In the gospel of Luke we read, “So He Himself often withdrew into the wilderness and prayed. Now it happened on a certain day, as He was teaching, that there were Pharisees and teachers of the law sitting by, who had come out of every town of Galilee, Judea, and Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord was present to heal them.” (Luke 5:16-17)

In the book of Acts we read, “how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.” (Acts 10:38)

We are now living in the lawless times that Jesus prophesied about during His time here on earth when He said,

“And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold, But he who endures to the end shall be saved.” (Matthew 24:12-13) 
In the gospel of Luke in Jesus’ Parable of the Persistent Widow we read the words of the unjust judge,

“Then the Lord said, “Hear what the unjust judge said, 

“And shall God not avenge His own elect who cry out day and night to Him, though He bears long with them?”

“I tell you that He will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?” (Luke 18:6-8)

Given the lawless times that we are now living in, we need God’s power and compassion to be truly effective in helping others to come to Christ
So with this in mind what are some of the things that can draw us away from having intimacy in our walk with the Lord?
I will now quickly list some of those things that can steal our fire and passion for the things of God and our passion to help see others come to Christ

i. The cares of this world 
ii. The pleasures of life

iii. Allowing offences and wrong attitudes to develop in our heart

iv. Persisting in an area of known sin in our life

v. Having wrong priorities in life or personal ambition
vi. Wanting to keep up with the Joneses

vii. Having wrong worldly minded friends in our life

viii. Skipping our times of fellowship with the Lord

ix. Becoming casual in our church attendance

x. Not spending quality time in the word of God and prayer

xi. Getting too busy in life, and

xii. Being distracted by the smart phone and social media

In Mark 10:46-52 we can learn three important things;
”Now they came to Jericho. As He went out of Jericho with His disciples and a great multitude, blind Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, sat by the road begging.  And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”
Then many warned him to be quiet; but he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”
So Jesus stood still and commanded him to be called.
Then they called the blind man, saying to him, “Be of good cheer. Rise, He is calling you.”
And throwing aside his garment, he rose and came to Jesus.
So Jesus answered and said to him, “What do you want Me to do for you?” 
The blind man said to Him, [a]“Rabboni, that I may receive my sight.”
Then Jesus said to him, “Go your way; your faith has [b]made you well.” And immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus on the road.” (Mark 10:46-52)
Like blind Bartimaeus in this passage of Scripture we must firstly earnestly seek the Lord and secondly continue to walk in intimate fellowship with Him, especially when He blesses us in life. After being blessed with the miracle of receiving his sight, Bartimaeus continued to walk with Jesus. Finally, like blind Bartimaeus we need to have faith to believe in the ability of Jesus to perform miracles in our life 
How important it is that we continually maintain an intimate walk with the Lord so that we can be continually filled with all the fullness of God and minister in His power and authority in the days to come
I will finish with two passages of scripture
Firstly, Jesus said in relation to the times that we are now living in,

“But take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness, and cares of this life, and that Day come on you unexpectedly. For it will come as a snare on all those who dwell on the face of the whole earth. Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be counted worthy to escape all these things that will come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man.” (Luke 21:34-36)

Finally in the book of Daniel we read, “... but the people who know their God shall be strong, and carry out great exploits.” (Daniel 11:32)
